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The parties have filed a notion to approve settlenment in the
above- capti oned proceeding. The original assessnent for the one
violation was $54. The proposed settlenment is $27.

Ctation No. 2095336 was issued for a violation of 30 C.F.R
056.5-1/5 because the South MII| operator was exposed to a
excessive level of respirable silica-bearing dust. The parties
advise that the gravity of the violation is not as severe as
originally was rated. The parties advise that overexposure to
silica-bearing dust for short periods will not result in
permanent disability. This nay be so, but exposure over |ong
periods is a serious matter, and each individual exposure adds to

the total. | viewthis as a violation with gravity. | approve
the recomended settl enent because the operator is small in size
and has a small history of prior violations. 1In the future, the

operator shoul d exercise care over the dust |evels.
ORDER
The operator is ORDERED to pay $27 within 30 days fromthe

date of this decision.

Paul Merlin
Chi ef Administrative Law Judge



