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Federal M ne Safety and Heal th Revi ew Conm ssi on
O fice of Adm nistrative Law Judges

SECRETARY OF LABOR, ClVIL PENALTY PROCEEDI NG
M NE SAFETY AND HEALTH
ADM NI STRATI ON ( MSHA) , Docket No: PENN 84-164
PETI TI ONER A. O No. 36-03425-03561
V. Mapl e Creek No. 2 M ne

U S. STEEL M NING CO., INC
RESPONDENT

DECI SI ON APPROVI NG SETTLEMENT
ORDER TO PAY

Bef ore: Judge Merlin

The Solicitor has filed a notion to approve settlenents for
the two violations involved in this matter. The originally
assessed anmounts were $349 and the proposed settlenments are $260.
Citation No. 02252007 (30 C.F.R [75.1403), originally assessed
at $213 was issued when the inspector found there was no nmeans to
determ ne the alignment of a haul age track switch. The electric
signal light was di sconnected and was not operable. The operator
was negligent because this condition should have been detected
during the pre-shift exam nation. However, gravity was not as
high as originally believed. The haul age track in question was
desi gnated as one-way, substantially reducing the possibility of
accident. | accept the Solicitor's representations and approve
the recomrended settlement of $160.

Citation No. 2252826 (30 CF.R [075.517) originally
assessed at $136 was issued when the inspector found that a
trailing cable serving 540 volts to a stanp crusher was not fully
protected due to damage to the outer jacket of the cable exposing
t he power conductors. The crusher was energi zed.

The operator was negligent because this condition should
have been detected during the routine electrical exam nation
However, gravity was not as high as was originally believed.

Al t hough the outer jacket of the cable was danaged, the exposed
power conductors were insulated and there was no bare wiring
present. | accept the Solicitor's representati ons and approved
t he recomrended settlement of $100.
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The operator is Ordered to Pay $260 within 30 days fromthe date
of this decision.

Paul Merlin
Chi ef Admi nistrative Law Judge



